July 9, 2012

enemies to require them to disclose
their weaponry.

So it’s confusing to people around
the world. Should we take a chance on
being a friend to America because a
year or two later they may embrace
our enemies and throw us under the
bus?

I do believe in the teachings of Jesus.
I do believe in the teachings and have
been there where they say it’s pretty
certain this is where Jesus delivered
the Sermon on the Mount and told us
who it was who was blessed. So some
say, well, shouldn’t our government
turn the other cheek? Blessed are those
who mourn. Shouldn’t we be the peace-
makers? Yes, we should be the peace-
makers. But as a government, we have
a different obligation. Ours is to pro-
tect our people. We are to protect those
who live in America, who have trusted
us to be their public servants so that
they can live out the beatitudes if they
choose, so that they can live out and
follow the teachings of whatever reli-
gious leader they choose. But they
can’t do that unless we keep them safe.

I'm reading a book that I started yes-
terday called ‘‘The Harbinger.” It indi-
cates God withdrew His hand from our
protection on 9/11. There are inter-
esting things in that book. It’s time we
look at the signs and we understand
from world history that you don’t turn
on your allies and embrace your en-
emies and expect to save your country.
You convince others who might be
tempted to be your allies not to be.
You teach your enemies that you are
weak in the same way individuals on a
school playground do not convince a
bully that they are strong when they
start giving gifts to the bully and try
to buy the bully’s kindness and respect
because what it buys is not respect, it
is contempt. And that is the way this
country is now viewed around the
world.

If you are evil in the world, just as
Romans 13 points out, if you do evil,
you should be afraid because this gov-
ernment does not have the sword in
vain. We owe a duty to freedom-loving
people around the world not to become
weak but to protect freedom here so
others can enjoy freedom other places
knowing that the United States of
America does not embrace and fall in
love with terrorists or terrorist organi-
zations or leaders of terrorist groups.
We fight them, and we embrace those
who love peace, not terrorism; and we
make the world and this country safer
in so doing.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will include in
the RECORD a letter. This is Act for
America. I brought this up before, but
because we have rules that don’t allow
things that include too many pages, we
had to revisit the issue because there
are so many thousands and thousands
of signatures. It can be found at this
Web site for Act for America. This is a
petition and a letter sent to the Honor-
able JOSEPH LIEBERMAN, the Honorable
PATRICK LEAHY, the Honorable DIANNE
FEINSTEIN, the Honorable PETER KING,
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the Honorable LAMAR SMITH, and the
Honorable MIKE ROGERS. It’s signed on-
line by thousands and thousands of
verified signatures, and those can be
found from Act for America, Pensacola,
Florida.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

ACT! FOR AMERICA,
Pensacola, FL, July 9, 2012.
Hon. LOUIE GOHMERT,
Rayburn House Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN GOHMERT: Attached,
please find an ACT! for America Open Letter
to targeted members of the U.S. Congress.
The letter has been signed by over 21,000
Americans—all of whom are very concerned
with ongoing actions by the FBI related to
the language of the agency’s counterter-
rorism training materials.

ACT! for America shares the concerns of
some Members of Congress, yourself in-
cluded, that the ongoing purge of counterter-
rorism training materials used by the FBI as
well as state and local law enforcement is a
danger to our nation. Further, we see these
actions as a continuation of concerted ef-
forts to manipulate, if not altogether elimi-
nate, a clear definition of the threat that
radical Islam poses to our nation.

We hope this letter will serve as a useful
token of the concern the American people
have for this issue as well. It also may be
found on our website: http:/www.act
foramerica.com/index.php/fbi-petition.

Thank you very much for all of your ef-
forts in the United States Congress. The
240,000 members of ACT! for America stand
with you every step of the way.

With warm regards,
LISA PIRANEO,
Director of Government Relations,
ACT! for America.
Enclosure.
ACT! FOR AMERICA,
Pensacola, FL.
PLEASE PUT AN IMMEDIATE STOP TO PLANNED
CHANGES IN THE FBI’S COUNTERTERRORISM
TRAINING POLICIES

Hon. JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN,

Chair, Senate Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs Committee.

Hon. PATRICK LEAHY,

Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee.

Hon. DIANNE FEINSTEIN,

Chair, Senate Select Intelligence Committee.

Hon. PETER KING,

Chair, House Homeland Security Committee.

Hon. LAMAR SMITH,

Chair, House Judiciary Committee.

Hon. MIKE ROGERS,

Chair, House Permanent Select Intelligence
Committee.

DEAR CHAIRMEN LIEBERMAN, KING, LEAHY,
SMITH, FEINSTEIN AND ROGERS: We write to
you today in strong opposition to proposed
changes to FBI counterterrorism training
materials.

We share the concern of many sitting
Members of Congress that the ongoing purge
of counterterrorism training materials used
by the FBI and state and local law enforce-
ment puts our nation at great peril. It is
critically important to the safety of our na-
tion and its citizens that our law enforce-
ment officials are permitted to accurately
define the threat, and based on that defini-
tion, put in place sound policies to protect
our nation and its citizens. Law enforcement
officials are the front line of counterter-
rorism, and they must have accurate train-
ing materials that cannot be modified at the
whim of one or two Members of Congress, or
outside consultants whose identities are
kept secret from congressional oversight.
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Whitewashing of law enforcement counter-
terrorism materials appears to be an infor-
mal implementation of U.N. Resolution 16/18
(the “The Istanbul Process’). This resolu-
tion includes language that seeks to bypass
the U.S. Constitution by laying the ground-
work for criminalizing any action or speech
against a religion, using protection against
“incitement to violence” as the rationale.
The State Department has vowed to aid the
Istanbul Process, and this is completely un-
acceptable. This resolution and the policies
it supports are completely prohibited by the
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
and must be rejected by the United States.
Political correctness must not trump con-
stitutional rights, nor hamper our country’s
ability to protect itself by muzzling law en-
forcement.

We strongly encourage you to hold hear-
ings on this issue and, further, to do all that
you can to put an immediate halt to any
changes in law enforcement counterter-
rorism policies before they have been fully
vetted through congressional oversight.
Your committees share jurisdiction over
these matters.

Please know that the American public is
becoming more educated about the threats
posed to our nation by those who support
and/or perform acts of terrorism in the name
of political/radical Islam. We are looking to
our elected officials to enact sound policies
that will protect us, as they swore to do
when they took their oaths of office.

Sincerely,

This petition signed by 21,195 verified
signators. For a full list of signators please
send your request to: ACT! For America, PO
Box 12765, Pensacola, FL 32591.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. COBLE (at the request of Mr. CAN-
TOR) for today on account of travel
delays due to weather.

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of a fam-
ily obligation.

Mr. DESJARLAIS (at the request of
Mr. CANTOR) for today on account of
flight delays.

———

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 3238. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs community based
outpatient clinic in Mansfield, Ohio, as the
David F. Winder Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Community Based Outpatient Clinic,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

—————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by Speak-
er pro tempore, Mr. THORNBERRY, on
Friday, June 29, 2012:

H.R. 4348. An act to authorize funds for
Federal-aid highways, highway safety pro-
grams, and transit programs, and for other
purposes.
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